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RAF Dhaulagiri Expedition , March - May 1974 
Systematic list of 'birds* 

Darter, Anhinga rufa . One “by Rapti River, Chitwan, 10 May* 

Little gre en heron. Butorides striatus « Sevexfi skulking under banks of 
Rapti River, Chitwan, 19 May* 

Faddyb^rd, Ardeola grey i* Common at Chitwan and at Kathmandu* Onat 
Phewa Lake, Pohkara, 12 May* 

(Large^/Median egret, Egretta alba/intermedia * Two or three by Rapti R*, 

19 May - not dosely studied.) 

Little egre t, Egretta garzetta * One at Phewa Lake, Pokhara, 12 May; 
several around Kathmandu and many at Chitwan on large and small rivers. 

Che st nut bittern , Ixobrychus cinnamomeus * One seen closely in flight at 
small jeel amongst elephant grass at Chitwan, 20 May. 

White -necked, stork, Clconia episcopus * One by Rapti River, Chitwan, 19 May. 

Blac k-necked, stork, Xenorhynchus as 1 at i cue * Two by Rapti River, Chitwan, 

‘ 20 May* 

B lac k ibis_ , Pseudibis papillosus * Two by small river at Chitwan, 22 May. 

? Lesser whistling teal, Dendrocygna .javanica * (possibly Large whistling 
teal, D.bicolor )* Two by small river at Chitwan 22 May. Bark, rounded 
wings prominent in flight* Upper tail coverts not noted but body colouring 
closer to illustration of D. j avail ic ^a* 

Cotton teal, Nattapus coromandelianus * Two on small weedy jeel at Chitwan* 

Black kite, Mi 1 vus migrans » Seen, one or two at a time, for first few days 
out of‘ Pokhara. None at Lumsum; 1 or 2 present most of the time at 
Dhorpatan (9500*). None from there jiji to Tarakot where seen twice* Then 
none until Birethanti (3000*) on return journey. Most had moderately 
conspicuous white patches under wings* 

Goshawk , Accipiter gentilis . One at Tarakot (11500*)» on 16 Apr. Flying 
over spruce forest at camp and one stooped very fast over camp* 

?Sparrow hawk , Accipiter nisus . A rather pale, small hawk at Dhorpatan on 
5 Apr probably this species but not seen very closely. 

Black eagle -, Ictinaetus malayensis . One at Lumsum (7500V) on 25 Mar., 
flying very low over forest and scrub. Also one at Chitre on 6 May 
similar altitude and habitat. o 

? Grey-heade d fishing eagle, Icfchyophaga iohthyaetus (or possibly Himalayan 
grey-headed fishing eagle, X*nana , but clearcut black and white tail would 
seem to make former more likely*) One perched on low branch overhanging 
wee<ty .ieei at Chitwan, 21 May. (>. ^ ^ j ^ 
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Black vulture, Torgos calvus . One soaring with other species SW of 
Pokhara, 9 May. Red face and white flank spot clearly seen. 

Himalayan griffon vulture, Gyps himalayensis . Seen intermittently from 
Pokhara all the way to Tarakot and the Barbung Khola but not noted between 
there and near Jomosom. One found recently dead in the Barbung Khola. 

Long~billed vulture . Gyps indicus . One overhead ji at Chit wan. 

Indian white-backed vulture . Gyps bengalensis . Two at the tiger kill at 
Chitwan. 

Egyptian vulture . Neophron percnopterus . Several at Pokhara and on the 
first day's march, thereafter none until Tarakot (llOOO') where there 
was one around camp on several days; then one at Sangdah (12000') and 
several between Tatopani and Pokhara. Not noted at Chitwan. 

Lammergeier , Gypaetus barbatus . First seen at Barapani (?6000'). Daily at 
Dhorpatan and thereafter most days right up to the Mula pass where one 
seen at about 15000'. One seen closely on ground at the campsite at 
Kakkot in the Barbung Khola. O* « . 

Pale harrier . Circus maorourus . One at Dhorpatan, flying low over flat 
pasture by river (2 Api?). 

Pied harrier . Circus melanoleucas . Two flying low over paddyfields, and 

k 

perching on banks, in the Gabung Khola on our first day out from Pokhara 
(15 Mar). 

Crested, serpent ea-le , Spilornis cheela * One perched on low branch in 
forest at Chitwan, (20 May) 

Indian hohhy , Falco severus . One circling over the lodge at Chitwan, feeding 
on termites during a mass emergence of flying forms. Very russet "below 
(21 May). 

Kestrel , Falco tinnunculus . Single birds intermittently from near Pokhara 
to 12000’ in the Barbung Khola. On the return journey noted only near 
Birethanti. One at Dhorpatan seemed very pale, 

Tibetan snowcook . Tetraogallus tibetanus . Snowcock seen and heard at 
summit of Jangla Pas3, on east side of Mula Pass and near f&fLjL Sangdah. 

Last appeared to be this species but not seen very closely, 

Chukor , Alectoris chukor . One by Uttar Ganga at c.7000'. Several at Tarakot 
(up to 6 at once). 
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M n nal pheas ant, Lophophorus impejanus . Several at Tarakot. 

jCal eej phe as ant , Lophura leucomelana . Single males seen on three occasions 
in broadleaved forest at Lumsum. 

Red jungle fowl , Gallus gallus ♦ Several in woodland at Chitwan. 

Indian peafowl , Pavo cristatus . Common at Chitwan, 1 male and 7 females 
walking to river bank in early morning. 

Demoiselle cr ane, Anthropoides virgo . One at Tarakot on 16 Apr - flew in 

from SW and circled over valley, ku.v 

Waterhen , Gallinula chloropus . One at Chitwan. 

White-breast e d waterhen, Amaurornis phoenicurus , One at lodge at Chitwan. 

Red-wattled lapwing , Vanellus indicus . Several with young on the small 
river at Chitwan. 

Spur-winged lapwing, Vanellus spinosus . One by Rapti River, Chitwan. 

Little ringed plover, Charadrius dubius . Two on sandbank at lodge at 
Chitwan. 

Redshank , Tringa totanus . One on bank of Rapti River, Chitwan, 19 May. 

Grgenshanlc , Tringa nebularia . One on bank of Rapti River, 19 May. 

Green sandpiper . Tringa ochropus . One or two seen daily on river at Dhorpatan 
1-7 Apr. 

Woodcock , Scolopax rusticola . One flushed from a gully with stream and a 
feyshrubs on an otherwise grassy hillside near Ramnagaon, Pelma Khola. 

Ibisbill , Ibidorhyncha struthersi . A pair on the river at Dhorpatan on 
30 and 31 March, 

Great stone plover , Plsacus magnirostris . Five on pebble riverbank of 

Rapti River, Chitwan 20 May. 

/ 

Small Indian pratincole , Glareola lactea . Numerous on sandy banks of 
Rapti River Chitwan, 19 May. 

Indian river tern. Sterna aurantia . Two or three on Rapti River and on 
small river at Chitwan. 

Black-bellied tern. Sterna acuticauda . Two or three on Rapti River. 
O range-breasted green pigeon, Treron bicincta . One near lodge at Chitwan. 







u 


^ fo A ^ Hu ) 

Sno w pigeon, Colutflba leuconota . Flocks of up to 100 around Dhorpatan 
30 Mar - 7 Apr., smmetimes settling in fallow fields* A few in the 
Barbung Khola 22 Anr but only singly or inj^pairs. Flocks of up to 20 
NW of Jomosom on 1 May. 

Blue ro ck pig eon, Columba livia * Kathmandu. Also a flock of c*40 in fallow 
field at Sangdah (l4 000 ft), all but one dark-rumped. 

Hill pige on, Columba rupsestris . Sangdah - one amongst blue rock pigeons. 
East ern turtle dove* Streptopelia orientalis . Several around Lumsum, at 
Dhorpatan (singing in open pine/juniper woodland) and at Tarakot and lower 
Barbung Khola. 

Spptted dove, Streptopelia ohinensis . Common at Chitwan. 

Larg e parakeet, Psattacula eupatria . Several at Chitwan. 

Rose-ringed parakeet, Psattacula krameri . Common at Chitwan, small groups 
of about 5-10 flying around very fast. 

Red -breasted parakeet, Psittacula alexandri . One at lodge, Chitwan. 

? Himalayan slaty-headed^ parakeet. Psittacula himalayana . A green parakeet 
flying over forest at 7500 feet at Lumsum. Probably this species but not 
se^n clearly. 

Indi an cuckoo, Cuculus macropterus . First heard at Chitre on 7 May and 
from there all the way to Pokhara. 

Cuckoo , Cuculus canorus . Heard and seen near Ramnagaon on 11 April. Not 
again until near Chitre on 6 May and from there all the way back to Pokhara. 

Himal ayan cuckoo, C uculus saturatus » One calling in Pefma Khola 11 Apr. 

Common coucal, Centr^opus sinensis , Common at Chitwan, in elephant grass 
by river. 

Lesse r coucal, Centropus toulou . Seen and heard by river at Chitwan. 
peculiar double call. 

Jung le night .jar . Caprimulgus indicus . Calling nightly at Lumsum (and seen on 
dry scrubby hiilside). Also at most camps between Dhorpatan and Jangla Pass. 

Long- tailed.nightjar, Caprimulgus macrurus . Calling at $ Kanfre (last camp 

v-- 

tefore returning to Pokhara) - 8 May. 








? Li ttle nightjar, Caprimulgus asiatious . Several disturbed by elephants 
from clearings amongst the elephant-grass at Chitwan were probably this 
species. Seemed small and short-tailed with rather prominent buff mark 
near wing-tip. 

Himalayan swiftlet , Collocalia brevirostris . Several feeding over fields 
of wheat between Tatopani and Chitre, 6 May. Brown, tails not forked. 


Common swift, Apus arms . First seen on 21 Apr in Barbung Khola - 20-30 
flying around a cliff. Again on 23 Apr c20 near confluence of Mukut and 
Barbung Khola (cl2,000 ft)and on 1 May NW of Jomosom. 


Himalayan white-rumped swift. Apus pacificus . Many white-rumped swifts in 
gorge of Kali Gandaki between Ghasa and Dana seemed as large as common 
swifts and were probably this species. 


House swif t. Apus affinis . Several large colonies of nests under eaves 
in Pokhara. 


Indian pied kingfisher. Ceryle rudis . Several on Rapti River and small 
river at Chitwan. 


Small blue kingfisher, Alcedo atthis . Several on small river at Chitwan. 
Only one A lcedo kingfisher seen in hills, between Beni and Darapani on 
20 March but not seen clearly enough to recognize species. 

Brown-head ed jtork -bi 11 ed kingfia h e r, Pelargopsis capensis . One or two 
near'lodge at Chitwan. 

White-brea sted kingfisher. H alcyon smyrnensis . Pokhara (lake and fields) - 
several on 12 May. 

Chestnut-headed_bee-eater, Merops leschenaulti . Several near lodge at 
Chitwan. 

Blue-tailed bee-eater. Merops philippinus . Several at Chitwan, by river and 
in forest. 

Small green bee-eater, Merops orientalis . Several at Chitwan, especially 
on isolated trees amoitpt the elephant-grass. 

Indi an roller, Coracias benghalensi s. Only seen around Pokhara and 
immediately to west (on both outward and return journeys). 






Bro ad-billed ro ller, Eurystomus orientalis e One or two near lodge at Chit wan* 


Hoopoe , IJpupa epopa . One just below Tarakot on 21 A^r - on very dry 
dusty ground near village* Two in garuen in Kathmandu cl6 May, 

Great jpied hornbill, Buceros hicornia . A pair in flight seen on several 
occasions at Chitwan, 


Gre at harb e t, Megalaima virena . One seen closely between Tatopani and Chit re 
on 6 May, in isdated tree amongst cultivation, Pacfoably this species heard 
in many places between Tatopani and Pokhara, 

Gree n barbet, Megalaima zeylanica . One seen closely near lod-.e at Chitwan. 
Bill appeared i/^tite a bright pinlc. 

Speck led piculet # Picumnus innominatus . One in shrubby growth on edge of 
clearing in forest between Ghorepani and Ulleri. 

Scaly-bellied green woodpecker, Pious squamatus . Boys at Lumsum had one they 
had taken from a nest while collecting browse - they said they were goin$ 
to eat it. 


Gold en-backed three-toed woodpecker, Dinopium shorii . One seen closely, 
and other probably the same, near the lodge at Chitwan. 

Brown-fro nted pied woodpeclcer, Picoides auriceps . One in Rhododendron/oalc 
wood above barapani on 20 Mar. One same habitat in Pelma Khola 10 Apr* 

Fulvous- breasted pied woodpeeker, Picoides macei . One near lake at 
Pokhara, 12 May. 

Himalayan pied woodpecker, Picoides himalayensis . One at edge of spruce/pine 
forest at Dhorpatan, 31 Mar. 

Indian pi tta. Pitta brachyura . One in forest at Chitwan. 

Horned l ark, Eremophila alpestris . Several on flat grassy ground at 
16,000 feet east of the Mula Pass, Agree with description of B.a,elwesi . 

Indian gr ey-throated sand martin, Riparia paludicola * Many around the 
pension camp at Pokhara. 

Cra g martin. Hi rundo rnpestris . First seen in Barbung Khola on 22 April. 
Again in Mukut Kho2a on ?4 Apr - nd in several places hetween Snngdah andv^wafl. 
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Common swallow, Hirundo rustica . Abundant in Kathmandu, few elsewhere. 

None at Lurnsum nor Dhorpatan. Abundant at Takbachhi 9 Apr (no red-rumped). 
No swallows at Tarakot. Pour flying fast to west in upper Barbung Khola 23 
Apr. Several at Lumle 8 May. 

Red-r ump ed swallow, Hirundo daurica . i,Less common than II. rustica in 
Kathmandu but commoner in villages beyond Pohhara. None at Lurnsum and not 
noted again until Tatopani on return journey. Thereafter abundant. 


House martin sp., Delichon urbica/nipalensis . Several daily at Lurnsum. Again 
NW of Jomosom,on 1 May. 

Rp£qbp —feacked/b 1 ack-headed shrike, Lanius schach . Black—headed near Beni 19 
Mar., both forms at Lurnsum and between Dhorpatan and Pelma Khola. Two 
rufous-backed at Tarakot on our last day only (20 Apr) - probably just 
arrived. One rufous—backed in Barbung Khola 22 Apr. and at Hangarjong (N of 
Jomosom) 2 May. 

Hlac k—headed oriole, Oriolus xanthornis . Several at Chitwan, near lodge. 
Black drongo, Picrurus adsimilas . 

Grey drongo, Picrurus leucophaeus . Drongos seen intermittently from 
Bokhara (black) to Tarakot (grey), hot identified with certainty at other 
localities. None higher than Tarakot, where seen on edge of spruce forest. 

Crow-bil led drongo, Picrurus annectens . Several near lodge at Chitwan, in 
forest. 


Grev—h e ade d mynah, Sturnus malabaricu s. Several jt at Chitwan, bathing in 
shallow river and flying up to tree-tops. Also one in gorge south of 
Kathmandu, 25 May. 

Brahmin y mynah, Sturnus pagodarum . One near lake at Pokhara 12 May. 

Indian my nah, Acriaotheres tristis . Abundant until a little short of Lurnsum 
but none there and none again until south of Jomosom. 

Jun gle my nah, Acridotheres fuscus . Common at Chitwan along with about equal 
numbers of A.tristis . 

Indian t ree pie, Dendrocitta vagabunda . Several near Beni 18 Mar. 

ttdSmwUfh^oj- 

('.ar'TORatfK’tea, One near Sehra 9 Apr., twice in PelrnaWoM/ 










YeUo^i 11 ed_ch°ugh, Pyrrhocorax graoulus . First seen at mouth of Mukut 
Khola (flock of 20-30) oifi 24 Apr. Also between Mukut and Mula Pass and on 

east side of v 'ass around Sangdah (with about equal numbers of red-billed at 
dangdah). 

Red^biUed .chough, P yrrhocorax pyrrhocorax . First seen at Dhorpatan - about 
5 near oamp but only on one occasion after snow showers on the hills. Common 
in valley of Uttar Ganga west of Dhorpatan (one flock of 22). A flock of 
c.70 in lower saure Khola on 13 Apr. Several around Jangla Pass (all those 
seen cicely were red-billed). One at Tarakot, Two in Mukut Khola below 
village but all those above village seemed to be yellow-billed. Several at 
Sangdah and between there and Jomosom, 

j j - Q - U?e cre rw, Corvus splendens . Common at Kathmandu and Pokhara but not 
elsewhere. First one seen on return journey was about 5 miles west of 
Pokhara. 

J ungle grow , Corvus ma crothynohus . At Pokhara and all the way from there to 
the Barbung Khola and at Mukut. Mostly in ones and twos but up to 20 
together at Dhorpatan. 

J ldven , Corvus corax. One at Kakkot in Barbung Khola, a very tame individual 
waiting to scavange as we vacated camp. One east of Mukut at c.14,000 ft. 

, Ji iniyet , Perorocotus brevirostris . The first mini vet seen, 

west of Beni, seemed to be this species, judging by the single, oval red 

patch on the closed wing. Minivets were seen all the way to Tarakot but 

others not examined closely. High altitude ones probably long-tailed 
miniyets, P. ethologus . 

Percroctbtus roseus . One in forest at tented camp, Chitwan. 

iske red bulbul , Pycnonotus jocosus . Several near lodge at Chitwan, 
edge of forest. 

e eked bu lbu l, Pycnonotus leucogenys . First seen at Naudanda. Common 
in upper part of forest at Lumsum (7590 ft), in Rhododendron/oak forest. 

Not noted again until above Tatopani (6 May). 

. yenteH Jbn 1 bju 1^, Pycnonotus cafer . Naudanda 16 Mar. Several in riverside 
grass at Chitwan* 

jl . §. g.^.Huj 1 bul, Hypsipetes madagascartens is. Two at Babiya Chaur, west of Beni, 
several near Ramnagaon 1? Apr (broad— leaved forest by river). Several between P 



tyhit e-throated 1 augh 1 ng thrus h, Garrulax albogularis . Conifer forest ‘by- 
Uttar Ganga E, of Sehra. 8 Anr. — several noisy parties but difficult to 
see clearly. Two in broadleaved forest at Kanre 8 May. 

r j ated 1aughi ng thrush, Garrulax striatus . Two at Lumsum, on shrubby 
hillside. 

ysriag ated laughing thrush t Garrulax variftgatus . Common at Dhorpatan, in 
low scrubby pine as well as in spruce forest. Also at edge of spruce 
forest at Tarakot. 

S treaked laughing th rush f Garrulax lineatus . Pair in scrub near village 
by Uttar Ganga, E. of Sehra. 

|tziagr t hroate d y uhina, Yuhina gularis . One in rhododendron/oak forest at 
Lumsum, probing rhododendron flowers. 

ll ag.krca.ppe d sibia, Heterophasia canistrata . Several in scrub and edge 
of forest at Lumsum. 

Sooty flycat cher, Muscicapa sibirica . One at Tarakot, 20 April. Making 
feeding flightsfrom extreme top of an isolated spruce. 

Qxange-gprgeted flycatcher, Muscicapa strophiata . One at edge of forest, 
Lumsum, 23 March. 

White-browed bl ue f lycatcher, Muscicapa superciliosus . One amongst 
rhododendron/oak in Pelma Khola (7000 ft) 10 Apr; one male at Tarakot 
(spruce/pine forest) and a nair in the Barbung Khola below Kakkot. 

Verditer f lycatcher, Muscica.pa thalassina . Several in bushy area near 
forest at Lumsum. Several in Pelma Khola. Also in forest near Ghorepani 
.7 May. 

Urey-he aded flycatcher, Culicicapa ceylonensis . First seen at b/iarapani. 
Abundant at Lumsum esoecially where forest bordered the river. None at 
Dhorpatan but seen again just before entering Saure Khola (again in broad¬ 
leaved trees bordering river). Not noted on return journey. 

Yellow-bellied fantail flycatcher, Rhipidura hypoxantha . Several on edge of 
broad-leaved forest at Lumsum. Also in open juniper/pine woodland at 
Dhorpatan. 

Brown hill warbler, Prinia criniger . One in scrub by river below Ramnagaon, 
11 April. 

Tickell's leaf warbler, Phylloscopus affinis . Common in juniper clumps 
in Mukut Khola, 12 000 - 13 000 ft* 

Pall as *s leaf warbler, Phylloscopus nroregulus . Several in scrub at edge 
of forest at Lumsum. Probably also at and west of ‘Dhorpatan. 

Orange-barred leaf warbler, Phyllos conus milcher . One west of Dhorpatan, S'April 
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, Crowned leaf warbler, Phyllosoopus reguloides . One mummified specimen 
picked up at about 15 500 ft between Mukut and the Mula on 26 Apr. 

Identified by Derek Goddwin and prepared as a# skeleton for the BM 
co lletsrtion, 

Qr e y^ e a ^- e ^ f ly ° a ^ c h e r warbler, Seicercus xan~bhoschis-bos , One carrying 
food -to a nest of four young in a grassy bank under a Berberis bush 
between terraced fields west of Pamdur on 16 March. Also a pair near 
Sehra 8 Apr and at Ramnagaon 11 A r. 

9j4. .flycatcher warbler, Seicercus castaniceps . One in forest 
Lumsuin. 

5£l^c?e?t, Regulus regulus . Edge of spruce forest at Dhorpatan and at 
Tarakot* 

l-l^throat, jjrithacus svecicus. One $ in forest above and W of Lumsum,29 Mar. 
.JP3^y^: T0 9 Irlfhacus pectoralis * One in forest at Lumsum. 

Red- flanked.b ush-robin, Brithacus cyanugus . Several at edge of forest at 

Lumsum; common at Dhorpatan in open and dense forest; one female at Tarakot 
and one further up Barbung Khola. 

Magpie robin, Copsychus saularis . Common at Kathmandu and Pokhara. 

re u sta,rt, Phoenicurus caeruleocephalus . One in open pines at 
Tarakot, several in Barbung Khola and one near Mukut. 

.Mack redstart, Phoenicurus ochrurus . Several in Barbung Khola, at Mukut 
and up to 16 000 ft on the east side of the Mula. 

Hodgson'^redstart, Phoenicurus hodgsoni . One in Mayangdi. Khola above 
Beni, 19 March. Probably also at Lumsum. 

Blue-fro nt ed redstart, Phoenicurus frontalis . One in scrub at Lumsum. 

Common in onen pine/juniper woodland qt Dhorpatan. One near Sangdah 
(14 000 ft) on 30 Anr. 

White-throated redstart, Phoenicurus schisticeps . One in Mukut Khola 

Gjildenstqgt's redstart, Phoenicurus erythrogaster . One pair at 17 000 ft 
and another at 16 000 ft east of the Mula. 


PIplbppu| redstart, Rhyacornis fuliginosus . Common on all rivers through 
Lumsum and Dhoroatan and to the upper part of the Saure Khola. None in 
the Barbung Khola. 


Little forktail, Bnicurus scouleri . First seen by small stream in forest 
at Lumsum. One by large river at Ramnagaon 11 Apr then abundantly in the 
upper Saure Khola where it was the commonest bird on the river boulders. 


? IJeck-backed forktail, Fnicu rus i mm ac.u 1 at us . One long-tailed forktail on 
the main river just west of Birethanti (8Majs) - wathhed for some time but 
rather distant and species not certainly ueterminable from mv notes 

5foik4 Fvtkftif &icmius Mfcd/itkf 7&o (KHHj ^ * 







Collare d bush cha t, Saxicola tornuata . Several near Darapani and at Lumsum 
"but not at Dhorpatan, Seen again one day west of Dhorpatan and one smnging 
in the village at Tarakot. One at ]/ Mukut 25 Apr and one singing at 
Sangdah 30 Apr* 

Pied hush chat, Saxicola caprata . Singing at Pension Post at Pokhara on 
outward journey (14-15 Mar*) - still present hut not singing on rettirn in 
May* Not seen elsewhere. 

park grey hush chat, Saxicola ferrea . Singing hy river at Lumsum and common 
amongst open pine/juniper woodland at Dhorpatan. -One amongst pines at 
Tarakot. 

Wh ite—capped redstart , Chaimarr;ornis leucocephalus * Common on the rivers 
all^the way from Pokhara to Lumsum, Dhorpatan and into the upper Saure 
Khola. Only two sightings in Barhung IChola, one at Kakkot and a pair 
helow Tareng. Not seen again until tear Tukuche. 

Bl ue—h ea de d rock thrush, Monti cola cinclorhynchus * One amongst scattered 
trees on hillside near Ramnagaon, 12 Apr. 

B lue roclc^thrush, Monti cola solitarius . One hy river between Bahiya Chaur 
and Darapani, 20 Mar. One on field wall at Sangdah 30 Apr. 

Whigtil ng thrush, Myiophonus caeruleus . First seen hy Kali Gandaki near 
Aramati on 18 Mar. and frequently from there through Lumsum and Dhorpatan 
into the Pelma IChola. In the Barhung Khola seen only on the first day 
out of Taralcot and not again until he low Tukuche on the Kali Gandaki. 

^jush, Turdus ruficollis . Several at Dhorpatan, in pines 
and hirch hy river and in fields. Seemed to increase during the week we w'~ere 
there ( 30 Mar - 7 A.pi?). Behaved very like fieldfares. AU« oj. (vc u h) 

Wren , Troglodytes troglodytes . One amongst low hushes in Saure IChola at 
about 13 000 ft. 

Browndinper, Ginclus pallasi . Two on hanks of Kali Gandaki near Aramati 
on 18 Mar. were lightly snotted all over and presumably juveniles. 

Thereafter freouent to Dhorpatan (where a nair were carrying food) and 
up the Pelma IChola and Saure IChola to about 12 000 ft. Only one on the 
Barhung IChola, helow Tareng, 23 At>r. Not noted on return journey. 

Rufo us-hreasted accentor, Pr unella strophiata . Several in juniper scrub 
above Sangdah (l4 000 ft) 30 4pr. 

Altai accento r t Prunella himalayana a Two at Tarakot. 

Grey ti t, Parus major . One in forest at tented camp at Chitwan. 

C rested bla ck tit, Parus melanolophus . Several seen closely at Dhorpatan 
along with following suedes. Spotted wing bars were clearly seen. Also 
at first camp west of Dhorpatan and common in forest at Tarakot. 








Rufous-bellied crested tit, Paru s rubidiventris . Present at Dhorpatan (one 
caught in mouse-trap). One at upper camp in Saure Khola (in "birch wood) 
was only passerine soen there. Probably one in forest at Tarakot but not 
certain. One in juniper above Sangdah (c. 14 000 ft). 

Brown crested tit, Parus dichrous . One on watershed (rhododendron etc) 
before descending into Saure Khola. 

Green—backed tit, Parus monticolus .Several in bushes around camp at Lumsum. 

Also in forest at Dhorpatan, at Tarakot and last noted one day wast of 
Tarakot. 

Yellow-cheeked tit, Parus xanthogenys . First seen in scattered trees at 
Babiya Ghaur on 19 Mar. Also at Darapani. 

Fire-capped tit, Gephalopyrus flammiceps . One in rhododendron/oak in Pelma 
Khola. Prbbably also at Dhorpatan. 

R ed-h eaded tit, Aegithalos concinnus . Several at Darapani and in Pelma 
Khola, both times in scrubby broad-leaved forest with rhododendron, 

White-cheelc ed nuthatch, Sitta leuconsis . One in sprice forest at Tarakot 
(12 000 ft) on 20 April. This was the only nuthatch I saw. It agreed 
closely with the description of the western race, 3.1.leucopsis , given by 
Salim Ali & Rinley who do not record it as far east as Nepal. I was able 
to watch it under reasonable conditions for several minutes and noted the 
white undemarts and the very sharply contrasting bright orange/rufous 
lower belly and under tail coverts. 

Kall_cree per, Tichodroma muraria . One on west side of Mula Pass, at about 
16 000 ft, apparently feeding at a most improbable site, on an icicle- 
covered bank of a stream - a steep wall of crumbly shale with no vegetation 
visible. 

Himalayan tree-c reeper, Gerthia himalayana . Common in conifer forest at 
Dhorpatan; one at a negt in a crevise of the bark of a pine in the Pelma 
Khola; several at Tarakot. The barred tail of the species was clearly seen. 

? P addyfiel d pi pit, Anthus novaeseelandiae . In wheat-stubble outside Kathmandu, 

Vinaceous-breasted pi pit, Anthus roseatus . Several watched closely at 
Mukut on 25 Arr, Probably the same species at Dhorpatan but there seemed 
to be a variety of species there and insufficient notes were taken to sort 
them out. 

i .'l'-'V" ■ t • 

Gre y wagt ail, Motacilla cagoica . Abundant on all the main rivers from 
Pokhara through Dhorpatan and the Uttar Ganga west of Dhorpatan but noted 
to be absent in the >aure Khola although redstarts and dippers remained 
common. None in the Barbung Khola and not seen again until Tukuche. 

Pied wagtail, Motacilla alba . Several in first few ciays out from Pokhara 
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facktrf'fmi J Oorntfndy <£ cMf ffKti, Algo Ot) (M<\C 

Ganga at Sehra but not seen again until the Barbung Khola where they were 

the only common river bird. Not seen between there and the Kali Gandaki 
above Jomosom. 


Large _pied__wagtail, Wotaoilla maderaspatensis . Several on river near lodge 
at Chitwan. 

Dicaeum ig nipectus . One in Rhododendron/oak 
forest in Pelma Khola 9 10th April, 

sunbird, Nectarinia asiatica. One on 20 Mar. between Mayandi Khola 
and Lumaurn. 

Aethopyga nipalensis . One at *ki±»m Lumsum, in forest. 
Aethopyga saturata . One in shrubs at 

Ghasa, Kali Ghandaki, 

Indian yellow-backed sunbird, Aethopyga siparaja . One at Chit wan (distinctive 
dark moustache on red face). 

White-eye, Zoste rops palpebrosa . One in rhododendron/oak in Pelma Khola. 

Earnse sparr^ow, .Passer domesticus. Common Kathmandu and Pokhara, not noted 
eslewhere and certainly none seen at Lumsum, Dhorpatan nor Tarakot; noted 
as absent at Dangarjong and Jomosom. 


' 1 ^®e_sjoarrow, Passer montanus. A few around Kathmandu and Pokhara, common 
in most villages thereafter. Not noted at Dhorpatan but present at Sehra 
dnd abundant at Tarak >t, Dangarjong and Jomosom. 

sparrow, Passer rutiIans . Common around houses between Babiya ^haur 
and Darapani (20 Mar) and again in coniferous forest east of Dhorpatan. Not 
again until f fatopani (6 May). 

Baya weaver bird, Plooeus philippinus . Nesting colony near Britannia House, 
Kathmandu, in tall trees. 


Allied grosbeak, Mycerob as affinis . One in spruce forest at Tarakot® tws - 

. rrogjjoak, Kycerobas' earn roes . Two in juniper above Mukut,26 Apr. 

Himalayan greenfinch, garduelis spinoides . On south of Tukuche on 4 May on 

dry hillside with coioneaster and berberis. 


? e 4“ f ?? n ' fce( i serin, Serinus pusillus . Two or three in upper Barbung Khola 
near mouth of Mukut Khola. On rose bushes near river. (SA&R do not record 
it east of Garhwal.) 

Plain-coloured mountain finch, Leucosticte nemoricola . One at 15 500 ft, 27 
Apr, east of Mukut. 

? 4?.g° n ro gefinch> Carpo---acus erythrinus . Several in open juniper/pine 
woods at Dhorpatan. Several in Barbung Khola, common at Mukut and one at 

15 000 ft east of Mukut. Again around Sangdah. (Could have been several 
othfir cloaelv PA ' atArf annA'i oa ^ 
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Crrertf- fixefincti Cgrfadacvs mhialfa Oi\t- Awfe- n 8*<faiy Khok w, OO-f^r, 

Brown birds at Mukut probably the same (these were very pale and were therefore 

likely to be C.rubiicilla - males could have been C. rubicilloides .) 

M9_V?_JlU. n ting, Emberiga cia . Abundant at Dhorpatan, Tarakot, the Barbung 
Khola and Mukut. Not seen higher than Mukut and noted again near Dangarjong. 

Little bunting, Bmberiza pusilla . One at camp east of Mukut, 15 000 ft, 

27 Apr. 

C rested bumting , Melophus lathami . Several around Darapani and at Lumsum. 
not seen again until south of Tukuche. 

Red-h eaded bul1finch . Pyrrhula erythrocephala . One at edge of forest at 
Dhorpatan, a very confiding male watched closely as it fed on herbaceous 
seed—heads. A group of two males and three females between Tukuche and 
Ghasa on 4 May, on berberis bushes amongst pines. 
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